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PREFACE 
 
New Jersey Health Statistics, 2004 is part of a series of reports of vital events and other health 
data dating back to 1877.  This report was prepared by the Center for Health Statistics (CHS), 
which is located in the Office of the State Epidemiologist, Public Health Services Branch of the 
New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services.  The report presents selected New 
Jersey vital statistics for the calendar year 2004 and includes data on births, deaths, infant and 
fetal deaths, marriages, domestic partnerships, and divorces.  In addition, population estimates 
for the state by age, race/Hispanic ethnicity, sex, and county are presented.   
 
Data on births, deaths, and infant and fetal deaths include all reported resident events of these 
types, regardless of the state of occurrence.  Marriage, domestic partnership, and divorce data 
encompass all of these events occurring in New Jersey, but do not include marriages, domestic 
partnerships, and divorces of New Jersey residents that occurred outside the state.  Data 
definitions and limitations are discussed in the Technical Notes section of the report. 
 
The accuracy of the data contained in this report depends on the completeness and validity of the 
information recorded on the various vital records.  Statistics on births, deaths, infant and fetal 
deaths, marriages, and domestic partnerships summarize the contents of the respective data files 
as of the time of preparation of the various chapters.  Additions, deletions, and corrections made 
after that date are not reflected in the report. 
 
Bridged-race population estimates included in this report were prepared by the National Center 
for Health Statistics in cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of the Census.  These estimates result 
from bridging the 31 race categories used in the 2000 Census to the four race categories still in 
use by some vital statistics systems.  Bridged-race population estimates will be needed for 
several years until all vital statistics systems transition to the federal multiple-race standards for 
the collection of data on race and ethnicity. 
 
CHS staff are available to answer questions regarding the content and use of the data in this 
report.  Data portions of this report, as well as other health-related data, are available at the New 
Jersey Department of Health and Senior Service’s Web site.  Additional statistics not included in 
the report or on the Internet may be obtained through request to CHS.  Questions or requests 
should be addressed to the following: 
 

New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services 
Center for Health Statistics 

PO Box 360 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0360 

 
e-mail:  chs@doh.state.nj.us 
telephone:  (609) 984-6702 

fax:  (609) 588-4562 
 

Internet:  http://www.nj.gov/health/chs 
 

http://nj.gov/health/chs/stats04/technotes.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/health/chs/chsf.html
http://www.nj.gov/health/chs
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SUMMARY 
 
 
Births 

• There were 114,443 births to New Jersey resident women in 2004.   

• The birth rate was 13.2 per 1,000 population.   

• The median age of all mothers was 30.5 years and the median age of first-time mothers was 

27.7 years.   

• There were 6,968 births to teens (6.1% of all births) and the teen birth rate was 11.7 per 

1,000 females aged 10-19 years.   

• Births to women aged 35 years and older accounted for 22.0% of births in 2004.   

• The birth rate was 35.3 per 1,000 women aged 35-44 years.   

• Births of twins, triplets, and quadruplets numbered 5,201 in 2004.   

• More than 10% of births were preterm (prior to 37 weeks of gestation).   

• Cesareans accounted for 33.9% of deliveries in 2004 and the VBAC (vaginal birth after 

previous cesarean) rate was 11.1 per 100 women with a previous cesarean delivery.   

• Eight percent of births were of low birth weight (less than 2,500 grams). 

• For the first time, less than half of births in New Jersey were to non-Hispanic white mothers. 

• The low birth weight rate among Black mothers was 1.7 times higher than the overall rate and 

twice the rate for Whites.   

• Nearly 60% of male newborns were circumcised.  

• In 2004, 35% of newborns were exclusively breastfed, 31% were exclusively formula fed, and 

29% were combination fed (both breast and formula). 

 

Infant and Fetal Deaths 

• There were 648 infant deaths and 742 fetal deaths among New Jersey residents in 2004. 

• Infant and fetal mortality rates among Black mothers remained more than twice the rates for 

any other race/ethnicity.   

• The infant mortality rate among multiple births was nearly five times higher than that among 

singletons. 

• The infant mortality rate was 1.3 among full-term births, 6.8 for those born between 32 and 36 

weeks gestation, and 199.5 for those born prior to 32 weeks gestation. 

• Short gestation/low birth weight and congenital anomalies were the leading causes of infant 

death. 

• The three leading causes of fetal death were fetal death of unspecified cause; placenta, cord, 

and membrane complications; and maternal complications of pregnancy. 
 



Deaths 

• There were 71,402 deaths of New Jersey residents in 2004.   

• The crude death rate was 820.8 per 100,000 population and the age-adjusted death rate was 

753.0 per 100,000 population.   

• The age-adjusted death rate was 893.0 among males and 647.4 among females per 100,000 

population.   

• Age-adjusted death rates were 758.0 for Whites, 997.2 for Blacks, 450.4 for Hispanics, and 

356.6 for Asians and Pacific Islanders per 100,000 population. 

• Life expectancy at birth was 79.0 years and was 19.2 years at age 65.   

• The median age at death for all causes was 79 years.  For diseases, the median age at death 

was 79 and for injuries, the median age at death was 46.   

• The leading causes of death among New Jersey residents in 2004 were heart disease 

(20,564 deaths), cancer (17,215), stroke (3,784), chronic lower respiratory disease (3,034), 

diabetes (2,599), unintentional injuries (2,329), septicemia (1,902), Alzheimer’s disease 

(1,713), kidney diseases (1,627), and influenza and pneumonia (1,588). 

• In 2004, Alzheimer’s disease jumped to the 8th leading cause of death after being 10th in the 

six previous years.   

• Deaths due to pneumonia and influenza decreased 13% from 2003. 

 

Marriages, Domestic Partnerships, and Divorces 

• Domestic partnership became effective on July 10, 2004. 

• There were 49,841 marriages, 25,981 divorces, and 2,826 domestic partnerships registered 

in New Jersey in 2004. 

• Of the domestic partnerships registered, 1,665 were female-female, 1,116 were male-male, 

and 45 were male-female partnerships. 

• There were 5.7 marriages and 3.0 divorces per 1,000 population and 0.4 domestic 

partnerships per 1,000 adult population 

• The median ages of first-time brides and grooms in 2004 were 27.6 and 29.4 years, 

respectively. 

• The median ages of domestic partners at time of registration were 45.6 years for female-

female partners, 46.8 years for male-male partners, and 69.0 years for male-female partners. 

 

Population 

• New Jersey’s estimated population as of July 1, 2004 was 8,698,879.  


	Cover Page
	Title Page
	Preface
	Acknowledgments
	Summary
	Births
	Infant and Fetal Deaths
	Deaths
	Marriages, Domestic Partnerships, and Divorces
	Population



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




